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The Curriculum Project

• Designed the Kindergarten Curriculum Guide during the 14-15 school 

year while piloting it in two classrooms. 

• Moved away from purchasing “packaged” programs to developing 

teacher-designed curriculum that embeds best practices.

• Professional development was offered before, throughout, and 

following the curriculum change process and can be attributed to 

making the change process more successful. 



What does the day look like?



Arrival/Dismissal

Arrival:

• Breakfast 8:30-8:55

• Instructional Assistants help

• Lunch codes

Dismissal:
• Instructional assistants take 

bus students

• Classrooms teachers take 
pick up students

• Student dismissal codes for 
safety



Morning Meeting

• Class message 

• Modeled, shared or 

interactive writing

• Practice sight words

• Introduce writing skills

• Calendar

• Weather

• Student jobs

• Building classroom community



Read Alouds

• Multiple opportunities 

throughout the school day

• Active engagement

• Comprehension strategies

• Match classroom themes

• Vocabulary development

• Connect to background 

knowledge



Writer’s Workshop

Writer’s Workshop Components:

• Mini Lesson

• Teacher modeling

• Active engagement

• Independent Writing Time

• Conferring

• Mid Workshop Teaching

• Sharing Time

Curriculum update in kindergarten for 2018!



Math

• Aligned to the GO Math 
Curriculum

• Smartboard lessons

• Math project and game days

• Math Centers:
• 8 hands-on math centers

• Promote student 
collaboration

• Teacher led guided math 
instruction

• Instructional assistant led 
centers

• 2 centers/day

• Technology



Science

Some examples include:

• Leaf Hunts

• Pumpkin Investigation

• Sink and Float

• Apple Five Senses

• Scholastic Let’s Find Out & 

Science Spin

Students engage in hands-on science once per cycle!



Lunch & Recess

• 40 minutes

• Nutritious meals from Chartwells

• 2 kindergarten classes at time

• Lunch codes

• Daily recess (weather permitting)

• Rainy days – We Dance!



Word Work

• Whole group:
• Phonics Frame

• 2 letters/ word patterns 
per cycle

• ESL teacher support

• RAZ kids

• Small group instruction
• Teacher

• ESL Teacher

• Instructional Assistant

• Partner Reading



Small Group 

Literacy Instruction

Led By:

• Classroom Teacher

• ELA Instructional 
assistant

• Instructional assistant

Focus on:

• Pre-reading skills 
(rhyme, letters, sounds)

• Small group reading on 
their level



Technology Integration

• Supporting academic learning 

through the use of educational 

apps and websites

• Enabling supportive small group 

time

• Bringing concepts to life for ELLs 

• Enhancing shared reading 

experience through projectable 

books

• Providing students the 

opportunity to explore interactive 

math tools 

• Scholastic Weekly Readers align 

with thematic units



Special Areas

40 minutes per day:

• Art

• Gym

• Health

• STEM

• Spanish

• Music



Intervention & Free Choice 

• Student choice

• Social skills

• Oral language 

development

• Teacher and IA 

conduct intervention



Home-School Connection

• Family Projects

• Classroom Volunteers

• Monthly Newsletter

• Holiday Events

• Read with a Loved 
One

• Gingerbread Cookie 
Decorating

• Read Across America



Thematic Units of Study

The Kindergarten Curriculum Guide outlines thematic units to engage 

children in the learning process with a variety of lessons and projects 

that are cross-curricular. 



Assessment

• Children are assessed four times 

per year in ELA & Math.

• Unit math tests are given six 

times per year to check for 

understanding and expose 

students to test taking 

experiences that will begin in 

first grade. 

• Writing Assessments are given 

four times per year and are 

aligned to the Writer’s Workshop 

On Demand Assessments. 

• The Rigby reading assessment is 

used throughout the year to 

assess students’ reading levels.  

Data Analysis

• Data is collected by the 

classroom teacher and 

instructional assistants.

• Student data is maintained in 

Genesis.

• Data analysis is done by 

classroom teachers to inform 

instruction and student 

groupings.

• Grade level data analysis is done 

to note trends in student 

achievement, modify practice, 

and to assess curriculum 

strengths and weaknesses.



District Impact

• Increased student achievement

• More developmentally appropriate 

practice

• Teacher empowerment and 

creativity

• Improved alignment to first grade 

• Collaboration with special area 

teachers

• Presenting at conferences to share 

best practices

• Positive feedback from parents, 

staff, & administrators


